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School District of Spring Valley
Return to Learning Plan 2021-22

Dear Spring Valley Families,

The COVID-19 pandemic has taught us all to be flexible. Last year we were able to successfully offer

in-person learning for the entire school year. Although there were some difficult situations that we had

to walk through individually and as a school community, we were able to offer sports, clubs, and were

creative in planning fun events for students and staff. Looking ahead to this school year, we will

continue to be flexible. The plan outlined below is our current plan for returning to school in the fall. As

we all learned last year, situations and guidance can change at any time. We will continue to work

closely with Pierce County Public Health, WI DPI and WI DHS as the school year progresses.

Guidance may change depending on local and state infection rates, and we will adjust our

plans and policies accordingly.

Learning Option - Virtual (long term):
● Edmentum

○ Contact administration if you’d like more information regarding this option

Learning Option - At-Home Plan (short term):
● Virtual/at-home learning for quarantined students only

Face Coverings:
● Face coverings will be optional for students and staff inside and outside of the school

buildings, with the exception of the school bus.
● Depending on state and local guidance and conditions, masking may need to be

re-introduced in high-risk situations for infection mitigation, including in choir, PE, and
athletics.

Transportation:
● Seating charts will be utilized for the bus
● Per CDC Health Order, face coverings will be required for staff and students while riding on

the school bus
● Hand sanitizer available for kids and staff on the bus
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Drop Off/Pick Up Procedures
● Limit unnecessary visitors into the building
● If a child is picked up early, the parent calls the office when they arrive, then proceed to the

front doors and push the buzzer so the office staff can send the student out

Health Office Procedures:
● The school has a specific plan in place for how students with respiratory symptoms will be

triaged to the health room.
○ Students who display symptoms of COVID-19 at school will be asked to wear a face

covering until parents can pick students up from school and will be directed to an
isolation room until they leave the building.

○ Symptomatic students will be instructed to seek out COVID-19 testing and follow the
district’s return-to-school protocol.

Exclusion Criteria for ill Students:
● Students should stay home from school if any of the following are true:

○ If the student has one of the following symptoms:
■ Cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new loss of taste and/or new loss

of smell
○ If the student has two or more of the following symptoms:

■ Fever, body aches, chills, headache, fatigue, sore throat, congestion or runny
nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea

● If the above symptoms are noted in a child, the student must have a negative COVID-19 test to
return to school or remain at home 10 days from onset of symptoms. At this time, siblings of
symptomatic students are allowed to come to school, as long as they are asymptomatic.

● Any student that tests positive for COVID-19 may not return to school until released by public
health (10 days after symptom onset, 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing
medications and other symptoms are improving).

Mitigation Strategies:
● Bell covers will be used for band instruments
● Water bottles will be encouraged for students; water fountains will be turned on ● 3 feet of

distancing will be encouraged between students and staff in the classroom and in the school
buildings

● Frequent hand washing for staff and students
● Education regarding proper respiratory etiquette and handwashing
● Frequent cleaning and disinfection of surfaces

Seating Charts:
● Seating charts required for all classrooms
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Close Contact Return:
● Close contacts of any positive COVID-19 case identified in the school building will be notified

by the school.
● Classroom and extracurricular close contacts may come to school as long as they remain

asymptomatic.
● Parents will be asked to strictly monitor their students for any symptoms of COVID-19 if they

are identified as a close contact.
● If parents wish to keep their student home who has been identified as a close contact, they

will be expected to attend class virtually while at home. These will be considered excused
days from school.

○ At this time, a close contact is considered being within 3 feet of an infectious individual
for 15 minutes or longer or any direct contact with an infectious individual’s secretions.

○ This policy includes all staff, students, athletes, and extracurricular activities
○ The district will follow the current CDC recommendations for quarantine if a family

chooses to have their student quarantine.
■ Quarantine recommendations are to return on day 8 with a negative test on day

5, 6, or 7 and no symptoms or return on day 11 with no test and no symptoms.
■ Household contacts of positive COVID-19 cases will be asked to follow county

quarantine orders and will not be allowed at school until their quarantine period
is over.

● Any close contacts identified by Pierce County during their regular disease investigation
(example - social contacts, family contacts) and given the order to quarantine will be asked to
follow that quarantine timeline before returning to school.

● Our goal is to keep our students in the building. We are hoping to allow close contacts to
remain at school as the year progresses. However, below are a few situations in which
this guidance may change:

○ COVID-19 spread confirmed within classrooms/school
○ High local infection rates
○ Pierce County Public Health order to quarantine a classroom if confirmed spread

within classroom
○ Local/State/Federal guidance and situational changes
○ We will be relying on the families of our Spring Valley students to be diligent and honest

in this process. We are hopeful to continue to allow close contacts to be able to come
to school. If we end up seeing spread within school or close contacts coming to school
with symptoms, we will need to readjust our policies and protocols.
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Vaccinations:
● The School District will continue to partner with Pierce County for vaccine clinics based on

community interest and need.

Testing (COVID-19):
● We are currently exploring options for on-site testing, in order to help our staff and students

have equal access to COVID-19 testing and to ultimately keep students in the classroom as
much as possible. At this time, we are hoping to have testing available for symptomatic
students or if requested for close contacts. Any testing at school will require parental consent
before being performed.

Volunteers:
● Volunteers may be in school buildings - no student contact at this time

Community Events with Guests:
● Masking at large group events to be determined at each event; masks remain optional but

encouraged at this time

Pierce County Dashboard/stats: https://covid-piercecounty-wi.hub.arcgis.com/
Global Epidemics link/risk level: https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/

Questions and Resources:
Please refer any questions to the team listed below:

● John Groh, Superintendent grohj@springvalley.k12.wi.us
● Chris Segerstrom, MS/HS Principal segerstromc@springvalley.k12.wi.us
● Dan McGuire, Elementary Principal mcguired@springvalley.k12.wi.us
● Jenny Sauve, School Nurse sauvej@springvalley.k12.wi.us
● Diann Johnson, District Secretary johnsond@springvalley.k12.wi.us

Every district that receives ESSER III funding is required to have a "Safe-return to School Plan."
That plan must be reviewed and revised as necessary based upon the CDC guidance for
COVID-19. The plan must be updated 'regularly' but at a minimum, every 6 months and include
stakeholder input. The plan must also be available on the district's website.
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